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places where people are addicted, people are
lonely, people have just given up.

And as long as they hurt, we hurt. And
we have a chance to do something about it
here in America. See, people have asked me,
right after September the 11th, 2001, “What
can I do to help?” I said, “What you can
do to help is, you can love a neighbor just
like you'd like to be loved yourself. If you
want to fight evil, do some good. If you want
to fight evil, help somebody who hurts.”

No, some of the greatest welfare programs
in America come out of our churches and
synagogues and mosques, because you know
why those institutions exist? To love some-
body. There’s a universal call, and that’s
what’s happening in America. This country
is going to change, one heart, one soul, one
conscience at a time. It changes when you
put your arm around a child and says, “Can
I help you learn to read?” It changes when
you walk into a shut-in’s house and say, “Can
I love you,” or, “Can I help you?” It changes
when you run a Girl Scout or a Boy Scout
troop. It changes when you care about the
quality of education in your neighborhood.
It changes when you become a responsible
citizen.

See, one of the reasons I first sought office
down in Texas was because I wanted to
work—be a part of a cultural change, the
change of culture from one which it said, “If
it feels good, just go ahead and do it, and
if you've got a problem, blame somebody
else.” I wanted to be a part of a cultural shift
that said, “Each of us are responsible for the
decisions we make in life, that if you're a
mom or a dad, it’s you who is responsible
for loving your child with all your heart and
all your soul.”

If youre living in Trenton, New Jersey,
you're responsible for the quality of life in
Trenton. If you're running a corporation in
America, you're responsible for telling the
truth and treating your employees and share-
holders with respect.

No, the enemy hit us. The enemy hit us,
but instead of weakening America, it
strengthened America. We still grieve for
those who lost their life, but the country is
responding so magnificently. People do love
a neighbor more. People are loving their chil-
dren more.
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Perhaps the most vivid example of serving
something greater than yourself, perhaps the
most vivid example of being not self-ab-
sorbed and materialistic that you don’t un-
derstand the call, happened on Flight 93. It’s
a serious lesson for our youngsters to under-
stand. It’s a serious moment. It’s a significant
and serious moment in our Nation’s history.
After all, we had people flying across the
country. They thought they were on a normal
trip. They learned the airplane was going to
be used as a weapon. They learned that
America’s oceans—the oceans no longer pro-
tected America. They told their loved ones
goodbye or, “T love you.” They said a prayer.
One guy said, “Let’s roll.” They took the
plane into the ground to save life, to serve
something greater than yourself in life. These
brave souls represented the true spirit and
greatness of our country.

You can probably tell I'm an optimistic

erson. I am, and I have every reason to be.
After all, the United States is the greatest
country on the face of the Earth, full of the
greatest people. I know Doug Forrester
wants to keep it that way, and so do I.

I'm honored you all came today. Thanks
for supporting Doug. May God bless you,
and may God bless America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. at the
Sovereign Bank Arena. In his remarks, he referred
to former Gov. Tom Kean of New Jersey; former
Gov. Don DiFrancesco of New Jersey, and his
wife, Diane; Robert D. Prunetti, county executive,
Mercer County, NJ; Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al
Qaida operative suspected of helping to plan the
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was
captured in Karachi, Pakistan; and President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq.

Joint Statement by President George
W. Bush and President Askar Akayev
on the Relationship Between the
United States of America and the
Kyrgyz Republic

September 23, 2002

We declare our commitment to strengthen
the long-term, strategic partnership and co-
operation between our nations, desiring to
promote a shared vision for the 21st century
of a peaceful, prosperous, and sovereign
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Kyrgyz Republic that is increasingly inte-
grated into the global economy and the com-
munity of democratic nations.

We reaffirm our deep appreciation for the
strong relations that have been established
between our two countries based on mutual
respect and the common goals of stability,
peace, and prosperity. We will advance our
cooperation on democratic political and free-
market economic reforms, and the develop-
ment of the resources of the Kyrgyz Republic
and its people. We affirm that these political
and economic reforms are a necessary condi-
tion to ensure political, social, and economic
stability; sustainable ~development; pros-
perity; and national security.

We recognize that the threats of terrorism,
trafficking of narcotics, and proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction endanger the
security not only of the United States and
the Kyrgyz Republic, but also of the Central
Asian region and the world at large. We,
therefore, seek to develop our security co-
operation to address these challenges and
foster cooperation among the United States
and the Kyrgyz Republic, its Central Asian
neighbors, the other regional powers, and
our European partners.

Recognizing the essential role that the
Kyrgyz Republic plays in the war against ter-
rorism, we declare our intention to cooperate
in this war to its conclusion and within the
framework of the international coalition. We
emphasize our support for the Afghan Tran-
sitional Administration and the goal that it
be at peace internally and with its neighbors
and integrated into the regional and inter-
national economic structures. We also ex-
press our readiness to support Afghanistan’s
reconstruction and the development of its
natural and human resources.

In the spirit of partnership, the Kyrgyz Re-
public and the United States intend to
strengthen joint activity to ensure security
and stability in Central Asia. We agree that
the expansion of trade and economic ties
among the states of Central Asia, and deep-
ening of regional integration in important
areas such as the environment, water re-
sources, and transportation systems, are a
basis for regional security and prosperity.
The United States is enhancing assistance
programs to the Kyrgyz Republic to strength-
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en border security and to increase the defen-
sive capabilities of the Armed Forces of the
Kyrgyz Republic.

We recognize that free-market economies,
democratic political systems, and the rule of
law provide the most effective means to ad-
vance the welfare of our citizens and the sta-
bility of our societies. The United States and
the Kyrgyz Republic pledge to develop fur-
ther our bilateral trade and investment rela-
tions, including through expanded contacts
between the business communities of our
countries. We are united in our mutual ef-
forts to cooperate to accelerate the develop-
ment of an attractive, transparent, and pre-
dictable investment climate in the Kyrgyz
Republic. Achieving this goal requires the re-
moval of legislative and administrative bar-
riers to investment, strengthening respect for
contracts and the rule of law, reducing cor-
ruption, and enhancing the Kyrgyz Repub-
lic’s strong record on economic reform.

We reaffirm our commitment to work dili-
gently and on a regular and sustained basis
in the areas specified in the Memorandum
of Understanding signed in Washington on
February 15, 2002, with the goal of strength-
ening the economic component of our bilat-
eral cooperation. In accordance with the
Memorandum of Understanding, both sides
have agreed that a high-level Kyrgyz govern-
ment delegation will visit Washington in Oc-
tober 2002 for the purpose of further identi-
fying realistic and achievable objectives
aimed at accelerating economic reforms and
development in the Kyrgyz Republic.

Recognizing that democracy is a corner-
stone of long-term stability, we reaffirm our
desire to strengthen democratic institutions
and processes, such as civil society, inde-
pendent media, local government, political
pluralism, and free and fair elections. We
also reaffirm our mutual commitments to ad-
vance the rule of law and promote freedom
of religion and other universal human rights
as enshrined by the founding documents of
the United Nations and the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe, of
which we are both members. Finally, we con-
firm our mutual efforts to enhance under-
standing between the citizens of our two
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countries by promoting people-to-people ex-
changes, initiatives of non-governmental or-
ganizations, and contacts between business
people.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President George
W. Bush and the Presidents of the
Central African States

September 23, 2002

We, the Heads of State of the United
States, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African
Republic, Chad, the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Re-
public of the Congo, Rwanda, and Sao Tome
and Principe, met September 13, 2002 at the
57th United Nations General Assembly in
New York.

We confirmed our commitment to cooper-
ate to pursue regional peace, prosperity, free-
dom, and stability in Central Africa. In pur-
suit of these goals, we renewed our commit-
ment to the political and economic reforms
necessary to improve the lives of the people
of Central Africa, and mobilize the resources
required to advance development in the re-
gion. We will continue to show the leadership
required to achieve these goals as the corner-
stone of human freedom and dignity.

We will strengthen the capacity of the
Economic Community for Central African
States (CEEAC) and the Monetary and Eco-
nomic Community of Central Africa
(CEMAC) sub-regional organizations, and
work with the Council for Peace and Security
in Central Africa (COPAX) to prevent and
resolve conflict, reduce human suffering, and
promote regional economic integration.

Convinced that peace and security are
global, we support the call by United Nations
Secretary General Kofi Annan and President
Bush for Iraq to fulfill its obligations toward
the United Nations. We agree that the UN
Security Council must face its responsibilities
and demonstrate the resolve to enforce its
resolutions.

We further agreed that cooperation is es-
sential to combat terrorism, and affirmed our
commitment to build regional and national
capabilities to share information and imple-
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ment United Nations Security Council reso-
lutions to eliminate and deny sanctuary for
terrorist organizations, networks, and finance
across Central Africa.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.
Participating in the issuance of the joint statement
were: President Pierre Buyoya of Burundi; Presi-
dent Paul Biya of Cameroon; President Ange-
Felix Patasse of the Central African Republic;
President Idriss Deby of Chad; President Joseph
Kabila of the Democratic Republic of the Congo;
President Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo of
Equatorial Guinea; President El Hadj Omar
Bongo of Gabon; President Denis Sassou-Nguesso
of the Republic of the Congo; President Paul
Kagame of Rwanda; and President Fradique De
Menezes of Sao Tome and Principe.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
UNITA

September 23, 2002

In accordance with section 202(d) of the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year the na-
tional emergency declared by the President
on September 26, 1993, by Executive Order
12865, to deal with the unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the foreign policy of the
United States constituted by the actions and
policies of the National Union for the Total
Independence of Angola (UNITA). The
order prohibits the sale or supply by United
States persons or from the United States, or
using U.S. registered vessels or aircraft, of
arms, related materiel of all types, petroleum,
and petroleum products to the territory of
Angola, other than through designated points
of entry. The order also prohibits the sale
or supply of such commodities to UNITA.

The President took additional measures
with respect to the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 12865 by issuing
Executive Orders 13069 and 13098 on De-
cember 12, 1997, and August 18, 1998, re-
spectively. Those orders close all UNITA of-
fices in the United States, block all property
and interests in property of UNITA and des-
ignated UNITA officials and adult members
of their immediate families, prohibit the im-
portation of certain diamonds exported from



